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Editorial

The Holy Father, Pope Francis invites the whole ldioespecially the Catholics as he announced the
Holy Year: Jubilee of Mercy, to “Be Merciful likbe Father”. There is no limit to God's mercy. He
never rejects us because of our sins, he nevergyvosary of our infidelities, he never refuses tgife

us, He is always ready to forget our offenses amdepay our ingratitude with graces. He never
reproaches us for our offenses, even when we dalina immediately after being forgiven. He is never
angered by our repeated failures or weakness irpthetice of virtue, but always stretches out hagsidh

to us, wanting to help us. Even when men condem@agsshows mercy to us; he absolves us and sends
us away justified.

The suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus &hare the greatest manifestations of God’s May
we contemplate the life of Jesus, the Merciful Faic&od’s mercy. The resurrection is an invitation
look around to see transformation, to see whatisuileing changed, what is immature becoming adult;
what appears inert like an egg or seed, sproutmlifé.

But for the Christian the resurrection has a stilther meaning. St. Paul, clearly repeating a
catechetical formula that he had learned, saysh® Corinthians: “I handed on to you as of first
importance what | in turn had received: that Chriséd for our sins in accordance with the scripture
and that he was buried, and that he was raised lom third day according to the scriptures
(1Corinthians 15:3-4).”

When we look at the resurrection appearances wieentthat Jesus is not at first recognized by those
who loved him and who were his close associatedismiples. The exception seems to be the Beloved
Disciple who had special insight (John 20:8; 21:The others come to faith; indeed faith was neggssa
to identify Jesus. The Risen Jesus is then the samndifferent. This can be put in another way by
saying that Jesus is not resuscitated, but is rested.

Christ is risen, and has promised to take us with.This life is not the end; we too will be traorsfied

in endless life and beauty. Human life is good,ibwill end. The resurrection gives hope and magni

to our existence here. In our weakness, after deathvill be raised in glory. Again there is contityu

it is | (not just my body) that | hope will be rags As Paul writes: “So it is with the resurrectiohthe
dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raisadthigerishable. What is sown in dishonor, is raiged
glory. What is sown in weakness, is raised in powdnat is sown as a physical body, is raised, as a
spiritual body (1Corinthians 15:42-44).”

Many people are living their lives without realigirthat God's mercy saves us, God waits for us,
forgives us to be reconciled to Him. This is vemjidvin the present world over all situation, that
secularism, indifferentism and too much self-cesdress are making the inner-eye of every human
blind, for many fail to see Jesus Christ, the tight and Savior of the world, who is the Mercikdce

of God. We need to reawaken our faith and fullgttin God, review our lives and begin to see once
again with the eyes of faith that God in His mewsicomes us all, to come to Jesus to have life in
abundance and be resurrected with Jesus Chrisumtlmoughts, words and actions to become his true
disciples and follow him in our day to day lives.

The local Church of Bangladesh is specially blessedhis year of Mercy because Rome has erected
Barisal as a new diocese and Most Rev. Subrato éaga Howlader, CSC has been appointed as the
First Bishop of the new diocese. The archdioces®ludka has been blessed with a new auxiliary

Bishop, Most. Rev. Shorot Francis Gomes. We wigih dothem a long life and successful ministry in

shepherding the flock entrusted to their care.

Wishing all our readers, benefactors and well wisheBlessed and Joyful Easter!



Half Day Seminar for Secretaries of the Episcopal &lies

A half day seminar was held on January 13, 2016h®iSecretaries of the Episcopal Bodies inclutlireg
secretaries/conveners of desks under different desioms. There were 27 present including the
Secretary General of the CBCB, Most Rev. Moses &£0S6C. Rev. Fr. Subrato B. Gomes gave a
presentation on the role of the Secretaries oEghiscopal Bodies in the light of the Statues of @B,
Constitutions of the Episcopal Bodies and his psakexperience as ex-assistant Secretary Genettad of
CBCB. Most Rev. Moses Costa also gave a briefaedfle highlighting the importance of the Secretarie
using the image of the Body and functions of ddferparts of the whole body. There was time for
sharing on the plan of action of different comnossi and challenges they face while work with in the
present complex realities. The Members preserttiernseminar appreciated the discussion and suggested
having a seminar at least once a year for bettelenstanding among themselves and for more
collaboration of their activities at the nationabadiocesan levels.

Barisal New Diocese: Bishop Subrato L. Howlader, GS, First Bishop of the New Diocese

On December 13, 2015, the Holy Father Francis edette new diocese of Barisal, Bangladesh, dividing
the Diocese of Chittagong and including a parthef diocese of Khulna, making it the suffragan & th
Archdiocese of Dhaka. The Pope named Holy Crossdlidux Bishop of Chittagong Subrato Lawrence
Howlader, CSC, as the first bishop of the new dsecdishop Subrato had been auxiliary bishop of the
diocese of Chittagong since July 2009.

P s Bishop Subrato was born in Barisal on Septembed2&5. He made his first vow
b= o \ in 1988 at the Holy Cross Novitiate, Sagordi iniBalt He was ordained a priest in
1994, a year after his perpetual profession. Agesiphe worked as assistant priest
at Mariamnagor parish, as rector of the Minor SemjinJalchatra, Pirgacha parish
under the diocese of Mymensingh and Holy Cross t\de|, Sagordi, Barisal. He
holds a licentiate and MA in psychology, Spirittyaland Counseling from the
Gregorian University in Rome.

Bishop Subrato is the Chairman of the Episcopal @@sion for Youth and
Chairman of the Episcopal Commission for Clergy &uwligious, and also looks
after the CCP desk (under Laity Commission) of @etholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh
(CBCB).

The new diocese of Barisal comprises an area @080knt under two civil Divisions (Barisal & Dhaka)
that includes 11 civil districts, namel§ghariatpur, Madaripur, Barisal, Jhalakati, PatuikiBarguna,
Bhola, Pirojpur, Gopalganj, Faridpur, and RajbBrovisionally, the parish church of St. Peter’sriga,
is the Cathedral of the erected diocese. The déohas six parishes, thirteen diocesan and fivgioels
priests; there are five religious Brothers andeéigious nuns. The catholic population of the neacdse
is 15, 530 only.

We thank God for His plan and manifold blessingstd&ed upon us, especially for manifesting his
generosity with the creation of the new dioces8affisal. We extend our Heartiest Congratulations to
Bishop Subrato Lawrence Howlader, CSC!

New Diocese & Installation of Bishop Subrato Lawrene Howlader, CSC
On January 29, 2016 many people including peopletbér denominations attended the installation

ceremony of Bishop Subrato Lawrence Howlader, GSCthe first Bishop of newly created Barisal
Diocese in the Southern part of the country. Tis¢allation mass was presided over by Most RevidRatr



D’ Rozario, CSC, Archbishop of Dhaka which was hadhe St. Peter's Church in Barisal under Barisal
civil district. Eight Bishops including the Papaluhtio, Archbishop George Kocherry as well as a
significant number of priests, religious and arotimeéte thousand Catholics attended the historiateske
the local Church.

-~ Archbishop George Kocherry read out the Apostolic
! il Letters from the Holy Father that canonically eselct
Barisal as the country's"&diocese, on December 13,
2015. Bishop Subrato Lawrence Howlader, CSC was
also installed as first Bishop of the diocese. &dri
diocese which covers eleven civil districts, namely
Shariatpur, Madaripur, Barisal, Jhalakati, Patuikha
Barguna, Bhola, Pirojpur, Gopalganj, Faridpur, and
Rajbari were carved out from Chittagong diocese
and a part of Khulna diocese, making it a suffragan
of Metropolitan Archdiocese of Dhaka. Bishop

* i ! Subrato in his homily, humbly asked God to grant
him W|sdom and knowledge as Klng Solomon was grhrite in the Old Testament, to be able to
shepherd and guide his flock according to God’d.Wil

In the afternoon, a reception was accorded to RisBubrato Lawrence Howlader, CSC attended by the
Bishops, Papal Nuncio, Archbishop George Kochdd@,of Barisal district, Mayor of Barisal and other
distinguished Government Officials were also présanthe reception. All spoke highly of Bishop
Subrato and expressed their willingness to coopesgth the new Bishop in all possible ways. Bishop
Subrato thanked them all, especially, those whokarhard and cooperated whole-heartedly for the
creation of the new diocese. He expressed hisngilkiess to sincerely love and faithfully serve nallyo
the Catholics of the new diocese but also all peojptespective of caste and creed of that locaky
requested all present to cooperate with him inithegral development of all people of that area tha
needs both material and spiritual development.

31°' National Youth Day celebrated at Baromari Parish

It was really an auspicious occasion for the Egat@ommission for Youth with the young boys and
girls from every corner of Bangladesh to celebthes31* National Youth Day- 2016from February 18

- 22 in Baromari Parish under Mymensingh Dioceseutl day is a special day which the Church has
kept aside only for the Youth, where the young bawyd girls gather together, from different partshwi
their different cultures and traditions of BanglsldeThe Holy Father Pope Fancies has given a $pecia
message for this day. The theme WRAkssed are the merciful, for they shall obtain may” (Mt.5:7).
There were 370 youth from all over Bangladesh wémbigipated in the Youth Day.

There was a welcoming ceremony in the eveningi@
February 18, where all the Youths, Most Rev. P{
Ponen Kubi, CSC, Bishop of Mymensingh Dioced
Brother Ripon James Gomes, CSC, Execut
Secretary and National Youth Coordinator, and
Apurbo Mrong, Regional Director,
Mymensingh and all the Diocesan |
Coordinators were present. All were welcomed B
the youth of the host diocese with local cultu
gestures and sticky rice and Tapioca.



Most Rev. Bishop Paul Ponen Kubi, CSC, and 16 ofhrersts from different dioceses took part in the
concelebrated mass. Along with 370 youth partidipathere were 20 Sisters from different
Congregations, 5 Holy Cross Brothers, Animators @adnmission MemberOn Feb. 19 there was a

grand Inaugural Ceremony with a Rally when the lgguivore their traditional and cultural colorful

costumes and also carried beautiful diocesan Bamhaning the rally. The Chief Guest Mr. Abu Shied
Molla UNO of Nalitabari, Sherpur hoisted the Naabflag.

There was a presentation on “Youth in the Family’'Bishop Paul Ponen Kubi, CSC, sharing on “Pope’s
Massage” by Father Simon Patrick Gomes. A sharmfRersonal Life and Vocation” was done by Fr.
Bikash James Reberio, CSC, Bro. Marti Enric FMS R&rmita SSMI and Mr. & Mrs. Count Costa. All
the participants were divided into 8 groups and $anexposure programs in 8 different villages vehe
the youth had a chance to experience realitiedeoiin the remote areas of Mymensingh diocese.

The Closing Mass was celebrated by Rev. Bishop €aee Subrato Howlader, CSC, Chairman of the
Episcopal Commission for Youth. Brother Ripon JarGesnes, CSC expressed with a joyful heart his
sincere thanks and gratitude to all the youths tlyd@ioordinators and all the Bishops, especially the
Bishop of the host diocese of Mymensingh and diffiercommittee Members. Finally Rev. Bishop
Lawrence Subrato Howlader, CSC, Brother Ripon JaBmres, CSC and all the youth of Mymensingh
Diocese along with Fr. Anjon Jambil, acting Coosdor, handed over the Cross of the Youth Day
celebration to Rajshahi Diocese for one year.

Most Rev. Michael A. D’Rozario, CSC, Bishop Emerits Expired

Most Rev. Michael Autul D’Rozario, CSC, Emeritustwp of Khulna Diocese,
was born on November 23, 1925 at Nayanshree belgrigi Our Lady of Holy
Rosary Church, Hasnabad under the Archdiocese ak&IiHe joined Bandhura
Little Flower Seminary at the age of 13 on in 193% began his I.A studies in
Ranchi, India and completed his | A studies in 13848 from Jagonnath
University, Dhaka. He was ordained a diocesan Poreslune 10, 1953 at Notre
Dame University, USA during his™year of Theology. He also completed his
MA degree on ‘Education in major and English in arirfrom Washington D C
! Holy Cross College. As he was a diocesan priest jaimeéd the Holy Cross
’ gt/ Congregation, he entered Jordan Holy Cross Nogitiatter his priestly

- Ordination and he made his first Vows on August 11955. He pronounced his
perpetual vows on October 28, 1958. Returning ftieenStates, he was assigned as assistant pamest pri
of St. Mary’s Cathedral Church, Ramna, Dhaka. l4e akrved as the editor of téeekly Pratebesland
school superintendent of Dhaka Archdiocese. He aarks the rector of St. Joseph Seminary, Ramna,
Dhaka. He taught Logic at Notre Dame College, Dhaka was consecrated as the Bishop of Khulna
Diocese by Most Rev. Theotonius Amol Ganguly, C®CL8 December, 1970. After serving 35 years as
a good shepherd, he had gone to his retirementay 2005 at the age of 80 and he returned to thg Hol
Cross Fathers’ Community in Rampura, Dhaka. Afteing 10 years with the community, he died on
February 24, 2016 at the age of 91 at Square Hovghie to complications.

Bishop Michael was a priest for 63 years, he seagbishop for 35 years and lived a retired life 0
years and immensely contributed to the local ChiumdBangladesh, especially in the fields of edurati
and formation. Bishop Moses Costa, CSC, Bejoy Dizér OMI, Bishop Subrato L. Howlader, CCS, a
good number priests and religious and many people \present at the funeral mass. He was buried in
Khulna, as he wished so after his retirement. Mag,Ghe Merciful Father reward him and grant him
eternal rest in His heavenly abode.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. And let pégpélight shine upon him.



CBCB Meeting

The first meeting of the Catholic Bishops' Confeerof Bangladesh (CBCB) in 2016 was held on
March 2 — 3 at CBCB Centre, Dhaka. Archbishop Blati)’ Rozario, CSC and all other Bishops
including the Bishop Elect Fr. Shorot Francis Gowese present at the meeting. The main discussion
of the meeting were as follows: Jubilee for Pri@stRome, IV World Congress on the Pastoral Care of
the International Students, Themes for the Nexo8yaf Bishops, Honorary Decoratiofpproval of the
Constitutions of Bangladesh Priests’ Fraternity B, Tribunal Matters: Direction to take, M Visa
Committee: Terms of Reference, Sharing on the Natechumenal Way by Fr. Erbin and his team from
Singapore, XI FABC Plenary Assembly, Asian Conferenon the Family: SHEPHERDING FAMILIES

IN ASIA, Governing Body meeting of HSMS, Caritastteas, Seminary matters, Social Communication
matters, Child Protection Policy, etc.

Most Rev. George Kocherry and Msgr. Luca Marabesethe Bishops during the CBCB meeting. The
Nuncio shared some important issues with the BishBp Emmanuel K. Rozario, Fr. Joyanto J. Raksam
and Fr. Patrick Simon Gomes were present for theerging body meeting of the Holy Spirit Major
Seminary. The Priests appealed to the Bishopsoimesmmediate needs of the seminary including more
personnel in the seminary formation and teachiadf shembers. The Bishops gave them a patient
hearing. Fr. Emmanuel also presented the accountiseoseminary for the year 2015. As usual, the
meeting began with the Holy Eucharistic celebrapogsided over by Most Rev. Patrick D’ Rozario, CSC
of Dhaka. The Nuncio invited the Bishops for dinmer March 2 at the Nunciature. Bishop Theotonius
Gomes CSC, Bishop Emeritus also joined the othsndgis.

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies-2016

Like in other years, the Catholic Bishops' Confemnf Bangladesh had an Annual Assembly with the
Episcopal Bodies on March 4, 2016 at the CBCB @emtrchbishop Patrick D’ Rozario, CSC, all other
Bishops, secretary/director of Episcopal Bodies and representative of the affiliated desk or one
member of each Episcopal Body (altogether 31 meshbeere present in the assembly. There are 14
Episcopal Bodies of the Catholic Bishops' Confeeemmrking in various fields of the countrpll
fourteen Episcopal bodies read out the summaryrtepbthe yearly activities and plan of actionhese
Bodies are divided as related to Apostolate, rdl&aePersons and related to Evangelization. Thaenwe
time for elaborate discussion due to lack of tiffiee following points were mentioned by the Secsetar
General for further reflection; the need to giveren@mphasis on education, faith formation and
catechesis at various levels (Holy Childhood, YG@®uth, Family, Laity), media awareness, jubilee
celebration of the Weekly Pratibeshi and its nerveations, local resource mobilization and integati
Caritas at parish level, Church’s teachings on iagerand family, more volunteers for family minias;
awareness building about NFP, HIV and AIDS, waysnaofre collaboration with different commissions
and understanding between national and diocesammiZmions, seminar on how to write project
proposals, present situation of the local ChurcBarigladesh and future directions. The house agoeed
have a plenary assembly for concrete analysis aaldi&ion of the present situation of the local @hu

of Bangladesh and future directions. The CBCB Cimaitthg Committee will take necessary preparation
for the program to be held in January-February 2017

Women Day celebrated at the CBCB Centre
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Program of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic &ctors (ABCD)

A person, who shows mercy, receives mercy; whordbgsre mercy, doesn’t receive mercy. God shows
us mercy every day and He shows mercy for countiesss. He is our merciful Father and we, as
Christians have to be merciful to all not only mstJubilee Year of Mercy, but always in our lives—
shared by Most Rev. Moses Costa, CSC as the Chie$t®f National Catholic Doctors Workshop on 31
March 2016 at CBCB Centre, Mohammadpur, Dhaka. Catholic Doctors have a special vocation to
serve sick people to reduce their physical and ahguain by giving them good treatment. They are
specially called by God to serve humanity with ai§€fan spirit of love. God gives them a speciakt&o
share tender love and service with a loving heatthé helpless and neglected people.

As Dr Sebastian Halder, ex founder President of
ABCD suddenly expired on 12 March 2016 at Square
Hospital, a Memorial Service was conducted where
Mrs. Doly Gonsalves, his wife and Dr Edward Pallab

Rozario, Secretary, EC-HC shared the life of Dr.

Sebastian at the session. Dr Noel Charles Gomes,
President of ABCD shared a scientific session on
‘Cervical Cancer’.

Dr Nelson Taposh Mondol, Consultant (Medicine), &
Medical Director, recently awarded MRCP (UK), atemmational medical degree from Royal College of
Physicians, UK was given a warm reception by ECd#@ ABCD jointly. Most Rev. Moses Costa, CSC



appreciated his great achievements and requestetbhise well his capacities for the poorest offgber
and the needy for the glory of God.

ABCD 7" Annual General Meeting was held on that eveniripdi@d by election. Most Rev. Moses
Costa, CSC was the election Commissioner. Dr Ndwrl@s Gomes, Dr Edward Pallab Rozario and Dr
Barnabus Hasdak were selected as President, SgaathFinance Secretary respectively for 2015-2017
Bishop Moses blessed the ABCD team and all othem#8#ical doctors and students who attended the
session.

Platinum Jubilee Celebration of the Weekly Pratibehi

The Weekly Pratibeshi, the only Catholic weeklyrjwal of Bangladesh celebrated the platinum jubitee
three phases in three different places, namelyanikhong where Weekly Pratibeshi was incepted as
‘Ranikhong ar Chithi’ under the diocese of Mymems$iron November 27, 2015. Then the second phase
of the jubilee celebration was held at the Chnst2dommunication Centre, Luxmibazar, Dhaka on
January 23, 2016 and finally the grand celebratiiak place on April 01, 201&t Holy Rosary Church
premise, Tejgoan Dhaka. There was a concelebratasls Ndresided over by Most Rev. Patrick D’
Rozario, CSC, Archbishop George Kocherry, the AgplastNuncio to Bangladesh, Most Rev. Moses
Costa, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB, Most
Rev. Gervas Rozario the Chairman of the Social
Communication Commission, others Bishops, about
50 priests and about a thousand people were prasent
the Holy Eucharist. Bishop Moses Costa gave the
homily emphasizing the important role played by
Weekly Pratibeshi for the last 75 years. He mertibn
that the Weekly Pratibeshi is a medium to
- communicate the Gospel values and the Christian
S & spirit in writing to the country and the world atrge.
This age is an age of social communication and we

‘ need to use well the Weekly Pratibeshi as a medium
order to form consciences and lives of the peoplspecial Souvenir was published on this auspicious
occasion. There was presentation, sharing on WeEBkagibeshi by former Editors of the Weekly
Pratibeshi, significant speeches by distinguisheests and Bishops and an attractive cultural progna
the evening. We wish our beloved Weekly Pratibedhiight future and a long life.

Rev. Fr. Shorot Francis Gomes: NewAuxiliary Bishop of Dhaka Archdiocese

After the retirement of auxiliary Bishop Rt. Revhéiotonius Gomes, CSC the Archdiocese of Dhaka
requested Rome, and applied for an auxiliary bidbophe Metropolitan Archdiocese as it has a aast
and many sectors, to extend pastoral care to itiduiaand the people of other faiths. The Holy Heat
granted the petition of the archdiocese by appuinRev. Fr. Shorot Francis Gomes as the new anxilia
of Dhaka. The announcement was made on Febru&91® at 5:00 pm at the St. Mary’s Cathedral by
his Excellency, Archbishop George Kocherry, the gtpbc Nuncio to Bangladesh.

Rev. Fr. Shorot F. Gomes was born on December3 ih Hashnabad under Our Lady
of Holy Rosary parish, Hashnabad in the archdiooé$haka. He joined Bandhura Little
Flower Seminary in 1977. After SSC he joined Sseph Intermediate Seminary, Ramna,
Dhaka. He then continued his philosophical and ldwcal studies at the Holy Spirit
Major Seminary, Banani, Dhaka and was ordainedi@stpon May 31, 1991 at Holy
Rosary Church, Hashnabad. He was assistant parest at Ramna St. Mary’s Cathedral,
St. Nicholas Church, Nagori, Rector at Little Flov@minary Bandura, and acting parish
priest at St. Augustine Church, Mathbari. He thexs went to Rome for higher studies and
completed his Doctorate in Moral Theology. He whent appointed as assistant parish priest at St.




Nicholas Church, Nagori and simultaneously statéadhing at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, Banani

in 2003. He also worked as assistant parish paiebtoly Rosary Church, Tejgaon, vice rector andhthe

rector of the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, Bananihdka and vicar General of Sylhet Diocese. He
returned to the Archdiocese of Dhaka in January628dd was appointed as vicar General of the
Archdiocese of Dhaka. He was nominated as theianxiBishop of Dhaka on February 8, 2016.

The Episcopal Ordination of Rev. Fr. Shorot F. Gemes held on April 22, 2016 at Archbishop’s

House. Most Rev. Patrick D’ Rozario was the maielm@nt at the Episcopal ordination. His Excellency

Archbishop George Kocherry, the Apostolic Nunciodaall other Bishops and about 150 priests

concelebrated at the Holy Eucharist. There wereuafige thousand people present at the Episcopal
Ordination. Archbishop Patrick gave the homily highting the important
role of a Bishop in the Church. He mentioned inHomily that it is call to
serve and not to be served, a bishop has the awtlmt cannot to be
authoritative, and he should not to look for a pgesus position but serve
with humility in a servant-like attitude. A Bishagpcalled to love, serve and
take care of his sheep like the Good Shepherds J&lstist.

A reception was accorded to the newly ordained @sikost Rev. Shorot
F. Gomes attended by the Bishops, Papal NunciohtAsbop George
Kocherry, diplomats, representatives from other rChes and other
distinguished guests. All wished the new Bishopuecsssful ministry and
expressed their willingness to cooperate with #n Bishop in all possible
ways. Bishop Shorot thanked all, especially those worked whole-
heartedly, for his Episcopal Ordination. He expeess$is willingness to
sincerely love and faithfully serve all people,espective of caste and
creed. He requested all present to cooperate withrhthe service of the people.

On April 29, 2016 a civic reception was also acedrdo Bishop Shorot Francis Gomes at the CBCB
Centre, Mohammadpur, Dhaka attended by ArchbishapidR D’ Rozario, CSC, Bishop Theotonius
Gomes, CSC, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan, MP,igiRak leaders, other distinguished
Government Officials, Priests and Religious andual3®0 lay people. All spoke highly of Bishop Shoro
and expressed their expectation that Bishop Shmmotg a religious leader would work not only foe th
Christians but for the total development of all pleo Bishop Shorot thanked them all and asked psaye
and their kind cooperation in the serve of the peopaccordance with the Will of God.

Wishing you all a Happy Easter!
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