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Editorial

We know that Pope Francis has announced this ysaha Year of the Consecrated Life. In his
Apostolic Letter to all consecrated people Pope réia gave an overview of the Year of
Consecrated Life:

In response to requests from many consecrated pef@od from the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and for Societies of Apostolie,Life decided to proclaim a Year of Consecrated
Life on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversantied Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium, which speaks of religious in its sixthptlea, and of the Decree Perfectae Caritatis on the
renewal of religious life. The Year began on 30 é&ober 2014, the First Sunday of Advent, and
will be concluded with the Feast of the PresentabbJesus in the Temple on 2 February 2016.

He has chosen as the aims of this Year the sangewhieh Saint John Paul Il proposed to the
whole Church at the beginning of the third millammi reiterating, in a certain sense, what he had
earlier written in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Extadion Vita Consecrata: “You have not only a
glorious history to remember and to recount, bgibah great history still to be accomplished! Look
to the future, where the Spirit is sending youritkeo to do even greater things” (No. 110).”

The Holy Father Pope Francis clearly spells out #ims of the Year of the Consecrated Life. In
short, aims of the year of Consecrated Life areTa)ook to the past with gratitude; b) To live the
present with passion; c) To embrace the future Wwitpe. He says that all our Institutes are heir to
a history rich in charisms. At their origins we g&e hand of God who, in his Spirit, calls certain

individuals to follow Christ more closely, to trdate the Gospel into a particular way of life, to

read the signs of the times with the eyes of faitl to respond creatively to the needs of the
Church.

He says that during this Year, it would be appraf@ifor each charismatic family to reflect on its
origins and history, in order to thank God who gtathe Church a variety of gifts which embellish
her and equip her for every good work (cf. LumentGen, 12).

May the Holy Spirit ‘fall afresh on us’ during thiéear of Consecrated Life, blowing where God
wills through our parishes, convents, monasteried eeligious houses. Let the winds of the Holy
Spirit inspire consecrated women and men to ‘wgkéhe world’. Perhaps the Holy Spirit has new
plans for Consecrated Life in Bangladesh and a#rahe world. We must be open to this, asking
ourselves what are the charisms and apostolatesthi®aSpirit desires for the renewal of faith in

Bangladesh. We should have confidence that thiswehwill be nourished and multiplied by the

prayers and witness of consecrated women and rhes. &re to ‘wake up the world’, there is much
work to be done, but we need not fear. “With Gddrahgs are possible”. With joy and love in our

hearts we will find ways of singing a new songhe tord and “bringing the newness of the

Gospel” to all our people.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. May the RiGénist fill our hearts with love, peace and joy
to bring the ‘Joy of the Gospel’ to wake up the lgheorld.



Golden Jubilee Celebration of Priesthood of Most Re Theotonius Gomes, CSCMost
Rev. Theotonius Gomes, CSC (emeritus) celebrae80th year of priesthood in his home
parish Golla on January 2, 2015. The celebratiaresi on the previous day with adoration
thanking God for the gift of his life and his voicat to the priesthood. He was born in 1939
and was ordained priest on December 21, 1964. Tbded@ mass was very graceful as
twelve other married couples celebrated their goldebilee of married life at the same
time. Most Rev. Theotonius Gomes, CSC was the welgbrant and Most Rev. Patrick D’
Rozario, CSC, the Archbishop of Dhaka, Most RevjodeN. D’ Cruze, OMI, Msqgr.
Massimo Catterin, the secretary of Apostolic NuniwoBangladesh and about 15 priests
were present for the celebration. The main celabsbhared his priestly life and how God
guided him throughout his life to be his instrumgmtthe good of the people of God. Msgr.
Massimo read out the valuable message of the Hallgef, Pope Francis which was given
on this auspicious occasion and also read out th&sage of the Apostolic Nuncio. Then,
after the mass a reception was given in honor sh@&p Theotonius and the other jubilarian
couples. The day was filled with joy and grace abdGas many people joined the
celebration. His Jubilee was also celebrated atMary’'s Cathedral, Ramna on the
auspicious occasion of the post Christmas celelratf the Archdiocese of Dhaka on
January 13, 2015.

Most Rev. Paulinus Costa, Archbishop Emeritus Expied: Most Rev. Paulinus Costa, the
Archbishop of Dhaka (emeritus) expired on Januar@5. He was 79. He was born at
Choto Satani Para in Rangamatia parish under tbbeddaocese of Dhaka. He was ordained
priest in 1963 in Rome. He served as assistansipgriest for the first few years. He then
was assigned as parish priests, rector of the Wialpr Seminary in Bangladesh after the
liberation war in 1971. He served as rector forldld® years. He was also regional director
of Mymensingh Caritas and director of Caritas Badgkh. He served as a Vicar General of
Dhaka Archdiocese for some years and on April 1896vas consecrated as tH8 Rishop

of Rajshahi diocese where he untiringly servedalanost 10 years. He was then promoted
to be the Archbishop of Dhaka in 2006, as the ssmreof late Archbishop Michael
Rozario. He served as Archbishop of Dhaka for aboggars and retired at the age of 75 on
October 19, 2011.
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He was enjoying his retirement at Holy Rosary PariBejgaon, Dhaka, helped in parish
activities whenever possible. But unfortunatelyJamuary 3, he was not feeling well and
around 2:30 he had severe heart attack while hequiakly being taken to the hospital. The
doctors declared him dead in the hospital. His badg kept at Tejgaon Parish for Mass.
The following day his body was taken to his homeghaRangamatia for Mass and then
again he was brought back to Tejgaon for anothessMia the afternoon. His funeral Mass



was held on Wednesday, January 7, 2015. A lot opleeirrespective of caste and creed
attended his funeral Mass. A good number of pespéred their valuable experiences they
had with him. The Prime Minister and President $lkeeitr condolence messages which were
being read before the Mass. Holy Father Pope Fsamisb sent his condolence message
which was read by Msgr. Massimo Catterin, the Sacyeof Vatican Embassy. More than
thousand people attended the funeral mass andsseut¢heir deep respect with mourning
heart to the deceased Archbishop. There were 6Gofsshabout 100 priests and many
Religious men and women, seminarians, novicesra#piand many people present for the
funeral.

Apostolic Journey of His Holiness Pope Francis torSLanka and the Philippines

Holy Father Pope Francis made his second journésta in January and during his two-

day trip to Sri Lanka (January 13-14) - which iab70 percent Buddhist, 13 percent
Hindu, 10 percent Muslim and 7 percent Catholite pope has stressed the role of religion
to help reconciliation after the 26-year civil vihat ended in 2009 and killed up to 100,000
people. Earlier, Pope Francis gave Sri Lanka iitt fiaint at a seafront Mass for more than
half a million people in Colombo, calling 17th cent missionary Joseph Vaz a model of
reconciliation.

He held up Vaz as an example of tolerance as Srkd.aecovers from the war between
mainly Buddhist Sinhalese and Hindu Tamils. "Mal g@ople here find inspiration and
strength to build a future of reconciliation, jestiand peace for all the children of this
beloved land," he said in English.

In Sri Lanka interreligious relation was a key foi@n his arrival at the airport he said that
it was important that all the religions work togathn overcoming past civil conflict and
rebuilding the country. “All must be free to expetheir concerns, their needs, their
aspirations and their fears. Most importantly, tineyst be prepared to accept one another,
to respect legitimate diversities, and learn te las one family.” Later, at an interreligious
meeting he declared that the Catholic Church hédeap and abiding respect for other
religions.”

It is to be mentioned that Most Rev. Gervas Rozd@ishop of Rajshahi, Most Rev. Bejoy
N. D’ Cruze, OMI, Bishop of Sylhet and Most Revmis Romen Boiragi, Bishop of

; i Khulna diocese from Bangladesh went to Sri Lanka to
visit the Holy Father and attended the programether

After his visit to Sri Lanka he went to the Philipes

= on January 15 and visited the President, several
§ Officials, Archbishops, Bishops, Priests and Religi
and the people in different places. Even thoughePop
Francis gave only several official statements, ke
volumes through his impromptu speeches. Language
did not hinder the Holy Father from reaching outl douching the hearts of millions of
Filipinos. Pope Francis has celebrated an outdoor Mass ih dfaimprecedented crowds in
the Philippine capital Manila. Six million peopléended the ceremony or lined the Papal




route to Rizal Park, city officials estimate. Theduld be a record for a papal event. About
five million welcomed Pope John Paul Il in Manifa1995. The Vatican said Pope Francis
had dedicated the service in part to the victim§ybhoon Haiyan, which devastated the
country in 2013. The Mass was the Pope's finaldall in the Philippines, where there are
80 million Catholics, concluding his six-day tourAsia. After the visits in the Philippines
he flew back to Rome on January 19, 2015.

FABC Programs:

Asian Meeting (FABC BILA X) on the Laity in Bangkok: The Asian Meeting (FABC
BILA X) on the Laity on the 50th Anniversary of Vatican Il was supposedbe held in
Dhaka from February 2 - 7, 2015. But due to pditienrest and turmoil and countrywide
blockades in Bangladesh, the organizers decidedatesfer the program to Bangkok, in
Thailand from March 2 - 5, 2015. The theme ofrireeting was The Role and Mission of
the Laity in the 21st Century”. Objectivesof the BILA X on Laity was to assess, in view
of Vatican Il, the role and mission of the Laityhew have we done, where are we and
where should we be going? Seven delegates incluicigbishop Patrick D’ Rozario, CSC,
Fr. Jyoti F. Costa, Mr. Chayon H. Rebeiro, Mr. JyatGomes, Mrs. Rita Roseline Costa
and Ms. Lipika Sarker attended this BILA —X in B&ng. Mr. Babu Marcus Gomes who is
one of the members of the group went as a resqersn and he gave a talk on Dhaka
Credit Union. There were altogether 43 participathiat include Archbishop, Bishops,
Priests and Laity from 9 different Asian countries.

South Asia Regional Seminar on Climate Change in Mubai: In order to reflect and to
resonate to the challenges of Climate Change tderggon of Asian Bishops’ Conference
organized a two-day long Regional seminar in MundaB&4 March 2015. The seminar,
first of its kind in Asia and by its own merit iro&th Asia, gathered 50 representatives from
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal and PakistachBishops, Bishops, members of the
clergy, nuns, and representatives from civil sgc@ganizations, academics, and activists
including Caritas organizations, MISEREOR, CAFODgtamd & Wales discussed together
causes and consequences of climate change antlpagsiponse of the Church to mitigate
sufferings of the poor and called on civil authest politicians, business entities and
scientific community to care for the integrity akation.

The two-day long event was inaugurated by His EnmgeeCardinal Oswald Gracias,
President of FABC at the Holy Spirit Hospital aodiim, Andheri, Mumbai. In his
inaugural speech Cardinal Oswald remarked that lagad@ we are challenged by this



grave situation since climate change is an ethioaral and religious issue. The Church in
Asia, although representing a small percentage €Bcent) of the total population, is not

deterred from issuing a clarion call. We cannot taise our voice on behalf of those people
most impacted by climate change. Our voice mushatehed by choices both at personal
level as Christians as well as at ecclesial lexetammunities’.

After the 2 day-long discussion and reflectionsjanautcome from the seminar delineated
that respective Conferences of South Asian Bishaflgnitiate to open a desk at country
level and the Synod of the Bishops scheduled thddd in October in Rome will further

study the ecological concern and contribute in Emeyclical of the Holy Father to be
published before the Paris summit by end of 2015.

Bishop Theotonius Gomes, CSC (emeritus) as a resquerson, Bishop Gervas Rozario
and Fr. Albert T. Rozario and Mr. Atul Francis Sarlaltogether 4 delegates attended this
program on Climate Change in Mumbai from March 32@15 from Bangladesh.

Some information of CBCB Meeting

The first meeting of the Catholic Bishops’ Confererof Bangladesh (CBCB) of 2015 was
held on February 24 - 26 at CBCB Centre. All thelBips participated in the meeting. As
usual, the meeting began with the Holy Eucharisétebration on February 24 presided
over by Most Rev. Patrick D’ Rozario CSC, Archbighal Dhaka and President of CBCB.

Meeting with the Apostolic Nuncia The Apostolic Nuncio to Bangladesh, Most Rev.
George Kocherry and Msgr. Massimo Catterin met wiitb Bishops just after the oath
taking of Fr. Jyoti Francis Costa newly appointessi&tant Secretary and Director of the
CBCB Centre. In reference to his visit to Rome hentioned: a) Rome has accepted the
proposal of the Archbishop to have an auxiliary@traka. b) He was able to convince H.E.
Cardinal Filoni to make Barisal a new diocese lhé guestion of more personnel for
Barisal remained the same. The Ordinary of Chittggdiocese needs to apply again for
Barisal to erect it as a diocese and the Preswfetiie CBCB will need to write a covering
letter with the application. ¢) The Holy Father pBd-rancis made a modification of giving
the Pallium locally in the Archdiocese so that mdaghful could take part in the said
ceremony. (d) The Pontifical Commission for thetBction of the Minors will seriously
look into the matter for the safety and securitythad minors in regard to sexual abuse and
harassment. The guideline which has been prepar@dsent to Rome has to be properly
followed and implemented.



The Nuncio invited the Bishops for dinner on Felbyu2b at the Nunciature.

Visit and programs of H. E Cardinal Filoni: The program has been finalized as the
following: His arrival to Rajshahi on September &4Ad the Jubilee celebration of the
diocese of Rajshahi will be on September 11, 26l will be back to Dhaka on the same
day. He will meet the Bishops at CBCB on Septentigrfrom 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
After tea break he will meet along with the Bishojp&e Major Religious Superiors and one
more member from each Congregation, 2 diocesarstprand 2 lay representatives from
each diocese of Bangladesh. There will be altogetBé people. There will be a solemn
Mass at 5:30 p.m. at Holy Rosary Church, Tejgadmka. He will talk on evangelization,
Year of Consecrated Life, Inter-religious coexise@and harmony with the people of other
faiths, etc. He will go back to Rome on Septemb@r 2015. The CBCB Coordinating
Committee will coordinate and see to this matter.

Meeting about Sea Farer Bishop Moses Costa, CSC and Fr. Angelo, OMI diena
meeting on the Sea Farer in Cochin, India from Mat&-13, 2015. Fr. Angelo, OMI is
responsible for the sea persons in Chittagong \&hkest care of their pastoral and spiritual
needs.

Membership to the Pontifical Academy for Life, Vatican. Dr. Alo D’ Rozario, the
Executive Director of Caritas Bangladesh has beemember for three terms since 1997.
Dr. Edward Pollab Rozario has been nominated as¢laemember in place of Dr. Alo D’
Rozario from this year.

Pontifical Council for Laity : The convener of the Women Desk of Episcopal Laity
Commission, Mrs. Rita Roseline Costa has been teeletlo be the contact person with
Rome and other needful services for the said chunci

Ordinary Synod of the Family: A workshop has been arranged by the EpiscopaliliFam
Life Commission to prepare a report on Lineameatatie Synod on the Family to be sent
to Rome. Most Rev. Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, bishopMwiensingh and the Chairman of

the Episcopal Family Life Commission is the offlaielegate of the CBCB who will attend

the Ordinary Synod of the Family to be held fromdder 4 - 25, 2015 in Rome.

Eucharistic Congress There will be Eucharistic Congress in Cebu, ia Bhilippines in
January 2016The Episcopal Liturgy Commission in cooperationhwir. Shorot F. Gomes,
the delegate responsible for the said Congress pvidipare official delegates from
Bangladesh who will attend the Eucharistic Congieske Philippines.

Caritas Matters: Caritas Leadership, Caritas Internationalis Meeting Most Rev.
Gervas Rozario has been nominated as the new Pnéfl Caritas Bangladesh, effective
from April 20, 2015. He will attend the Caritasdntationalis Meeting this year. Most Rev.
Theotonius Gomes, CSC (Emeritus) has been thederdsof Caritas Bangladesh and his
term is going to be over on April 20, 2015.



Review of the Chairmanship of the Episcopal Bodiestiturgy: Most Rev. Theotonius
Gomes, CSC (Emeritus) was the Chairman of the Bpa@cCommission for Liturgy and
Prayer. In the last CBCB meeting held from Februzdy- 26, 2015, Most Rev. James
Romen Boiragi, bishop of Khulnha diocese has beanimated as the new Chairman of the
EC for Liturgy and Prayer.

New Executive Secretary of EC — for Youth Commissim The appointment letter has
been given to the new Secretary, Brother Riponain€s, CSC and a thanksgiving letter to
the outgoing Secretary Fr. Pius Podhueng, OMI. id&w Secretary has already started his
work in the office since February 1, 2015.

Governing Body Meeting of the Holy Spirit Major Seninary (HSMS): Fr. Emmanuel K.
Rozario (Rector) and Fr. Joyonto J. Raksam (Vicetdte were present for the Governing
Body meeting. The Bishops approved the FinancialpdRe and Budget with
recommendation to computerize the account system.

The construction work of the Theology wing at Ban@aminary has already started. The
Bishops asked the construction committee of HSMSde the possibilities for proper
utilization of the vacant land at the back of tleengary. The construction committee will
study this matter and report to the CBCB.

Fr. Emmanuel gave a brief report of the followiay:Extension of the library where mainly
bookshelves will be kept. b) There will be a mohlidhg intensive English course for the
new seminarians in July before they begin theidaoac studies at Banani. c) There will be
6 weeks of pastoral work in June-July and two weegsation for diocesan major
seminarians. e) There is a plan to arrange moduwalarse on Theology, Scripture, Liturgy
and Music etc. in Banani during the long vacation the laity and Religious as well. f)
There will be diaconate program as before in Seb&m October from this year. g) To see
the possibility of sending good and well motivatsiminarians to Rome to do theology.
Rome will give scholarship for them. h) Approvalodn the CBCB is required for
engagement of any teaching staff for the Major $anyi.

Free Medical Camp held at Mausaid Mission done by BCD

Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCs ltompleted a two day long Free
Medical Camp (FMC) at St Augustine’s Catholic CHupgremises, Mausaid, Dhaka on 02 -
03 January 2015. The FMC has been organized byMtnesaid Christian Co-operative
Credit Union Ltd. (MCCCUL) on the occasion of th&@olden Jubilee of the MCCCUL
where around 1,000 people attended in those tws.d@grish Priest Rev. Fr. Khokon
Gomes highly appreciated the voluntarism of then@lat Medical Doctors and students. On
those two days long FMC, Dr. June Jacqueline Gof@esisultant Gynecologist), Dr. Sr
Mary Arpa SMRA (Specialist Pediatrician), Dr. Babbna Hasdak (Specialist Orthopedic
Surgeon), Dr. Noel Charles Gomes (Public Health cifist), Dr. Richard Rozario
(Medicine Specialist, Toronto, Canada) and Dr. BdwWwRallab Rozario (Consultant Family
Medicine & Specialist Diabetologist) served as &BCD specialized medical team. On
that occasion, more than 200 patients have begadby the team ABCD. Medicines were
sponsored by the MCCCUL.



Death of Fr. Pio Mattevi, SX Fr. Pio Mattevi, SX a Xavieran missionary came to
Bangladesh in 1967 and served the Church in Baegladlmost 47 years, passed away on
February 21, 2015 in Italy. He worked in differ@atrishes under the diocese of Khulna and
finally he served at the National Catechetical @snilessore for the past several years. He
also served as the Executive Secretary of the gpadCommission for Catechetical and
Biblical Apostolate. He got sick last year while was in Bangladesh and left for Italy for
better treatment and finally he died in Parmayltiay God grant him eternal rest.

All Christian Conference: UFCB, NCCB and CBCB jointly organized All Christian
Conference on March 17, 2015 at the CBCB Centre Theme of the Conference was
“Family as GoodNews” and Most Rev. Bishop Theoteni@omes, CSC, (emeritus)
presented a very rich and deep reflection on teméh Mrs. Suchitra Behera and Rev. Alvin
P. Bhakta also presented two papers in the sameealnd shared the present situation of
families and the challenges families are goingugtoin our country and in today’s world.
After these three presentations there was opemighgm on these presentations, questions
and answers sessions where some important ancdan¢élssues were discussed and shared
openly. All the participants appreciated the initi@ taken for greater union and solidarity
among all churches in Bangladesh. Most Rev. PabidRozario, the Archbishop of Dhaka
and President of the CBCB and UCFB expressed laekthiness and gratitude to all
participants for their positive responses to thefeence and for being part of the program.
He expected that this program will be continued armate and more communication would
be possible through this conference and a beti@ioeship among us will grow. Rev. Leor
P. Sarker, the Secretary shared some of the upddtdsnited Forum of Churches,
Bangladesh (UCFB) and thanked all the participdmtgoining and actively participating
the conference. He also expressed his gratitudeet€€BCB Centre authority and the staff
who shoulder the burden of physical arrangement] for the program, etc. There were all
together 90 participants in the conference.



Robbery in Katadanga Parish

There was a heinous incident of robbery in Katadaparish under Rajshahi diocese on
March 14, 2015 around 3:00 AM. It is presumed thagang of 20 to 25 armed dacoits
entered in the parish compound and attacked tog#tleeChurch and the priests’ rectory.
They at first tried to enter into Sisters’ Convamid attack the Sisters. But they failed to
enter into the Convent. Then they broke the locthefChurch and tried to look for valuable
things inside the Church and the Sacristy. Aftedsathey went to the Priests’ rectory and
they first charged the assistant parish priestJény Fenney, OMI and forced him to call
the parish priest Fr. Robi Robert Rozario, OMI. Tearful robbery was almost one hour
long. Both the priests were helpless before themmits and their sharp weapons. The
dacoits robbed mobile phones of both priests anakevier valuable things they found there
and about 150,000 taka from the parish priest. Thew left the place.

When the priests contacted the police officers tteaye after 20 minutes or so to see and
know the incident. They promised that they wouldttr find and arrest the dacoits. We feel
sorry about this incident and we pray for mentalgeeof the victims and peace in that area.
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