
Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
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Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
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Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.
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The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 
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Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.
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The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.
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The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.
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Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario

6



Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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Aim and impact: The aim of the visit was to experience the faith and growth of the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh despite her difficulties and back draws, to learn how 
the generous sharing of the Catholics in one place can raise up the conditions of their 
brothers and sisters in another place. This visit will certainly open doors to solidarity, 
support and cooperation between the Catholics of the two countries.
Reported by Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, The National Director of PMS-BD 

Hearty Welcome, Rev. Msgr. Abel Mensan Amavi Toglo
The Secretary of the Vatican Embassy in Bangladesh

Country of Origin: Togolese
Ordained Priest: July 3, 2004
Doctorate in Canon Law – Pontifical 
Lateran University, Rome (April 2014 
Diplomatic Formation:  Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Rome 
(September 2012 – June 2014 
Diplomatic Service of the Holy See: 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands; Haiti ; Zambia and Malawi

Fluency in: French, Italian, English and Mother tongues: Ewé, Mina, Ouatchi

Good bye and Thank you Our Loving Holy Father 
We thank you Holy Father 
- for your example of the simplicity of life. 
- for being a merciful Father to all especially to the poor, sinners, 

afflicted and the marginalized. 
- for being a peacemaker in the distorted world; 
- for your eagerness and endeavors for forgiveness and 

reconciliation.
- for your care for the earth, our common home. 
- for your prophetic role for a just and fraternal world, 
- for revigorating the Church in a synodal way. 
- for your visit to Bangladesh and giving us your loving touch.

Board of Editors: Fr. Tushar James Gomes, Fr. Bikash James Rebeiro, CSC, Fr. Peter Chanel 
Gomes, Mr. Manik Willver D Costa, Mr. Sukumar Mullick 
Published by: CBCB Secretariat, 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Email: cbcbsec@gmail.com, Website: www.cbcbsec.org

The pilgrimage of the bishops to the Diocese of Rajshahi
The bishops of the CBCB made a joyful and blessed visit to the Diocese of Rajshahi from 
March 7 to 9, 2025. The pilgrimage sought to deepen the connection between the 
faithful and the bishops, celebrating the Jubilee Year.

On March 7, the bishops 
started their journey from 
the CBCB Centre after the 
Annual General Assembly of 
the Episcopal Bodies. They 
reached the Bishop’s House 
of Rajshahi diocese in the 
evening. The Bishop’s House 
Community warmly 
welcomed the bishops as 
well as Monsignor Abel 
Toglo, the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Vatican 
Embassy and Fr. Belisario 
Ciro Montoya both of whom 
joined the bishops there.  

On the following morning the bishops celebrated the Holy Mass together at and after the 
breakfast, all started the journey towards Joypurhat. The first stop of the pilgrimage was at 
Saint John Bosco Church in Lokhikul, where the faithful greeted the bishops with flowers, 
songs, and a vibrant welcome dance. Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze, OMI of Dhaka 
shared his appreciation, saying, "We bishops are pleased with the sincerity of Father Emil 
Ekka, the parish priest. Many people have come to know Jesus through your work."
As the delegation continued their journey to Christ the King of Peace Church at 
Chandpukur they were met with warm hospitality from the priests, nuns, and 
parishioners, who greeted them with the traditional Santali dance and floral tributes. Fr. 
Bablu Corraya the Parish priest delivered a welcome speech, sharing the history of the 
Church there.
Among other places of pilgrimage were the parishes of Khonjonpur, Bhutahara and 
Katadannga. In every place the bishops met with the boundless joy and excitement of 
the Faithful with their warmest welcome ceremonies along with their pastors and 
Religious communities. 
Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, the Secretary General of the CBCB expressed heartfelt 
gratitude, saying, "I sincerely thank Bishop Rozario for organizing this pilgrimage. It has 
been a unique gift from God, and I feel fortunate to visit this place."
Monsignor Toglo, marking his first visit outside of Dhaka, expressed deep appreciation 
for the pilgrimage, saying, "I am pleased to be in Rajshahi Diocese. Through this visit, I 
have seen the realities and struggles of Christians here. I feel incredibly lucky to witness 
this experience."

Dates and places of the visit: The team started the visit on the 10th of April joining the 
Chrism Mass early morning at St. Mary’s Cathedral and eventually met the Archbishop 
of Dhaka. Afterwards, they visited the migrant workers’ place located in Bagori, 
Madanpur, Bandar Narayanganj. The Apostolic Nuncio arranged a dinner cum 
meeting of all bishops and PMS USA team at the Nunciature in the evening. The 
meeting of bishops with the team was very fruitful and eye-opening for the both.
On the 11th of April, the team went to the Diocese of Khulna and visited several places 
around the Bishop’s House. Accompanied by Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, they 
went to Khalishpur Parish to visit a girls’ hostel which PMS USA supported to renovate. 
Afterwards they visited Mujgunni Parish, Bethany House and MC Sisters’ House at 
Sonadanga and finally housing project at Mariapolli under Bagerhat Parish. In the 
evening the team reached the Bishop’s House of Barishal Diocese.
On the 12th of April, accompanied by Most Rev. Emmanuel K. Rozario, the team visited 
the Cathedral, The Mother House and Novitiate of LHC Sisters and then the church and 
The MC Sisters’ House at Golpukur. Then the team visited Gournodi, Ghorarpar and 
Baniarchor parishes under Barishal Diocese. After a late lunch at Baniarchor, the team 
returned to Dhaka.
On 13 April, the last day of the visit, the team attended the Palm Sunday Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church at Tejgaon. Afterwards, they visited Bottomley Home Orphanage and 
met the children who are always supported by PMS. They also visited the Holy Spirit 
Major Seminary at Banani and had lunch with the major seminarians and seminary 
staff. At the request of Fr. Charles Gordon B. CSC, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of NDUB, the 
team also paid a visit to Notre Dame University Bangladesh in the evening and had a 
short meeting with the University Admins.

carrying the message of God’s love for 
humanity. Through this cross, countless 
young people have regained the light of 
their lives and have tried to dispel the 
darkness of the world with that light. 
Through the touch, prayer, and love of 
countless young people around the world, 
this very ordinary wooden cross has 
become extraordinary and a symbol of 
strength and hope for young people.

Portrait of Mother Mary accompanying the 
cross:
Just as Mother Mary traveled with her son 
during the suffering of Jesus Christ, she also 
witnessed and endured the immense 
suffering of her son and gave her the 
courage to walk that path for the benefit of 
humanity. Similarly, the icon is “a sign of 
Mary’s motherly presence close to young people who are called to welcome her into 
their lives.” The portrait of Mother Mary is carried with the World Youth Cross so that she 
can give courage, inspiration, and strength to all the young men and women to carry 
the cross of their lives. 

PMS USA Team Visits Bangladesh
From 10 to 14 April 2025, a 
team of four members of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies USA visited the 
Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh. The visitors 
were Msgr. Roger Landry, 
The National Director of PMS 
USA, Ms. Inés San Martin, The 
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Ms. 
Margaret Murray, an office 
staff and Fr. Tri Tang Pham, 
pastor of the Holy Family 

Parish in Port St. Lucie Florida. H. E. Kevin Stuart Randall, The Apostolic Nuncio in 
Bangladesh was very kind to invite his friend Msgr. Roger who in turn gave his consent to 
visit the country with his team. The National Direction of PMS Bangladesh in 
collaboration with the Apostolic Nunciature thoroughly arranged the visit in different 
places in the country. Archbishop Randall, his Secretary Fr. Belisario Ciro Montoya and 
Fr. Peter Chanel Gomes, the National Director of PMS Bangladesh always 
accompanied the PMS USA team during the four-day visit.

The World Youth Day (WYD) Cross in Bangladesh: a blessed 
moment for the Youth and the Faithful

The Church in Bangladesh, “the 
Little Flock” had a rare and blessed 
occasion to welcome and 
venerate the World Youth Day Cross 
and the portrait of Mother Mary 
accompanying the cross. As the 
WYD 2027 is to take place in Seoul, 
South Korea and as customary, the 
Cross along with the icon of the 
Blessed Virgin is taken to the 
different countries. With the 
invitation of the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of Seoul, the 
Episcopal Commission for Youth first 
applied to the Archbishop Seoul to 
send this WYD Cross to Bangladesh 

to have pilgrimage for the youth. The joy of the Youth and the Faithful of the country 
overflowed when Bangladesh finally received the Youth Cross on March 27, 2025.

 The deep and strong devotion, love and 
faith of the youth towards the cross was truly 
astonishing. The Youth Cross pilgrimages to 
some parishes in Dhaka, Chittagong Rajshahi 
and Dinajpur have deeply touched the 
hearts of thousands of the Christians and the 
youth. Nearly 15,000 young people and 
Faithful took the opportunity to touch the 
cross, spend time in silence, to pray and kiss 
it. This grace filled occasion endowed the 
youth with great hope to encounter Christ 
and experience God’s love and mercy.

This historic and blessed event will definitely have a lasting effect and will be cherished 
in the minds and lives of the thousands of the youth and Faithful in Bangladesh. 

Significance of the World Youth Cross:
The World Youth Cross is a very ordinary wooden piece made by a pike tree. Its size is 
380 cm × 176 cm × 25 cm and its weight is 40 kilogram. It was first installed by Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1983 on the Jubilee Year of Salvation and as “a 
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity”. The journey of the cross began in 1984 when Pope 
John Paul II called on young people to Rome and gave them the cross, saying, “Carry 
it throughout the world and bear witness to the love of Christ.” Since then, the World 
Youth Cross has traveled from country to country, from generation to generation, 
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Editorial:
The Jubilee Year in the Catholic Church opens up windows of grace, forgiveness, joy and 
hope for the believers. Walking together in a Synodal Journey in the last three years, the 
Jubilee enhances a celebration of our Apostolic Faith and unity in the Church. Many 
pilgrimages and religious activities will take place in the Universal Church as well as in the Local 
Churches and the Faithful are going to participate in these celebrations as per their 
availability and situations. 
Unfortunately, the joy of the Jubilee has been marred by the untimely demise of our loving 
Pope Francis. The Holy Father who has guided and accompanied the Church in this journey 
thus far, has left us without a shepherd. The legacy of Pope Francis will leave a lasting mark in 
the history of the Church. He will be remembered for very special reasons: for his simplicity of 
life, abundant love and care for all the people disregarding caste and creed; his concern and 
endeavors for the wellbeing of the marginalized and the afflicted; his appeals and attempts 
for a fraternal world and ecological sustainability, and his dedication for a truly synodal 
Church. The Church in Bangladesh will particularly remember him for his historic visit in 
Bangladesh in 2017 and his prophetic role for the Rohingya community.

The Church in Bangladesh started the New Year with great hope and optimism and new vigor. 
The Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies took place in the beginning of the year where 
the members of the Episcopal Commissions expressed their commitment to extend their 
service to the Church and the Faithful from their respective areas. The pilgrimage of the 
Bishops to the Rajshahi diocese brought great encouragement to the Faithful and vivified the 
caring gestures of the pastors of the Church. The blessing of the new Cathedral of Sylhet 
expressed the solid foundation of the faith of the diocese and a sign of the Ecclegia, the 
Assembly of the faithful. The arrival of the World Youth Day Cross boosted the joy of the youth 
and the excitement, enthusiasm, and the devotion of the youth as well as the Faithful in 
general witness the deep religious sentiment. 

We pray that God the Father will bless us with another Shepherd in the Universal Church in the 
likeness of Jesus, and together with our Local Shepherds, we will resume our pilgrimage 
towards our heavenly Jerusalem. 

Bishop Gervas Rozario thanked all for making the visit happen and noted, “it is a 
blessing and a source of inspiration and encouragement for the faithful of Rajshahi.”

The remarkable pilgrimage left a lasting impact on the faithful of Rajshahi, highlighting 
the deep connection between the Church leadership and the communities they serve. 
The visit also reinforced the message of unity, love, faith and hope the Jubilee Year. 

CBCB Meeting: March 5-6, 2025
The First CBCB Meeting was held on March 5-6, 2025 with the participation of all the 
bishops. Following are some of the salient issues discussed in the meeting:

a) II International Congress on the Pastoral Care of the Elderly and the 5th World Day of 
Grandparents: It was informed that the 2nd International Congress on the Pastoral 
Care of the Elderly to be held in Rome from 2-4 October 2025. Theme of the Congress 
is: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Sir 14:2). It will be organized by The 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Bishops discussed about the possibility of assisting 
some grandparents to attend the program and asked the EC-Laity for necessary 
cooperation in this regard.  

On the other hand, the 5th World Day of Grandparents will be held on 27 July. The 
observation of the day aims to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of 
grandparents and the elderly is a sign of hope in every family and ecclesial 
community. A message from the Holy Father will be published and some pastoral tools 
will be provided. Bishops emphasized on the effective observation of the day in all the 
parishes and institutes that serve the elderly. 

b) Uniformity in Bann writing form and the marriage certificate: Bishops noted that 
sufficient numbers of new Marriage Certificate and Bann Writing forms are to be 
printed for all the dioceses. Bishops asked Bp. Subroto B. Gomes to help in checking 
and finalizing the materials. 

c) Interreligious Dialogue Program: It was informed that the visit of His Eminence 
Cardinal George Jacob Koovakad, the Prefect of the Dicastery of Interreligious 
Dialogue as well as the Interreligious program had to be postponed due to the month 
of Ramadan. The revised proposed schedule is September 5 to 12, 2025. Archbishop 
Lawrence S. Howlader, CSC, the Chairman of EC-CUIRD asked for the co-operation 
and participation of all the bishops in this program. 

d) Special Study Program (SSP Course): It was informed that the participants of the SSP 
Course have enrolled for the Honors Course at Siddheswari College in Dhaka. It was 
decided that the SSP Course is to be continued till  April 11, 2025. Bishops also proposed 
that each diocese would host the SSP Course in turn and would provide for its director, 
such as: Rajshahi (2025-2026), Mymensingh (2027-2028), Dhaka (2029-2030). 

Bishops maintained that the propaedeutic study would be for one full year after completion 
of the board exams and it would be effective from 2026. 

Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies 2025

The annual Assembly took place on March 7, 2025 at the CBCB Centre with the 
participation of all the bishops and the Secretaries/ representatives of each Episcopal 
Commissions and Desks. The Assembly commenced with a prayer and words of 
welcome by Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’ Cruze, OMI, the President of the CBCB who 
highlighted on the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ and invited the members to be the pilgrims 
of hope and spread hope through the activities of the Commissions. 
There are 16 Episcopal Commissions and a number of Desks belonging to this Episcopal 
Bodies. The annual activities and plan for the new year of each Commission were 
presented with challenges faced and solutions envisioned. After the presentations of 
the Reports there were the discussions on some important and general issues such as 
the meaningful arrangement of liturgy, focus on migrated community, Church’s 
concern for the changing saturations of the country, the arrangements of programs 
and participations in the Jubilee Programs etc.  
It is worth mentioning that the EC-Health Care had initiated the translation of The New 
Charter for the Health Care Workers in Bangla. The Commission has printed as book 
and it was officially inaugurated in the Annual Assembly. 
All the participants expressed their commitment to serving the cause of the CBCB and 
for the good of the Church in Bangladesh through the activities of the Episcopal 
Commissions renewed in hope as they are in this great year of Jubilee. 

Inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral, Sylhet
The Divine Mercy Cathedral of the Diocese of Sylhet was solemnly inaugurated on the 
22nd of February, 2025 in a festive celebration. The longtime dream of the believers of 
Sylhet diocese to have their own cathedral finally came true after 14 years of the erection 
of the diocese in 2011. Thousands of faithful, clergy, and distinguished guests gathered in 
the premise of the Bishop’s House of Sylhet and participated in the historic occasion.

Archbishop Kevin S. Randall, the Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See to Bangladesh, 
graced the event as the chief guest, along with Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Curze, OMI, the 
Archbishop of Dhaka and the first bishop of Sylhet, who had a great collaboration 
towards building the cathedral. The opening ceremony was further honored by the 
presence of His Eminence Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC and other bishops of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh.
The event commenced with a solemn Holy Mass offered by Archbishop Bejoy N. D’ 
Cuze, OMI during which Bishop Shorot Gomes led the blessing of the cathedral and as 
the prayers and hymns echoed through the newly built Cathedral, the faithful joined in 
deep reverence and gratitude.
Archbishop Randall explained the significance of the cathedral and said, "This 
cathedral is not just a structure; it stands as a testament to the unity, faith, and service 
of the Christian community. It calls upon us to keep our hearts open to the Lord."
Archbishop D’Cruze remarked on the cathedral's role in spiritual and social upliftment, 
emphasizing that "This magnificent place of worship will not only serve as a center of 
faith but also foster education and social service among the community."
Following the inaugural ceremony, a special reception was held in honor of the guests, 
accompanied by a vibrant cultural program featuring musical and dance 
performances by local Christian youth and children.
The event was a joyful celebration of faith and togetherness, with participants 
expressing their gratitude for the realization of the long-awaited cathedral. The 
inauguration of the Divine Mercy Cathedral marks a new chapter in the spiritual 
journey of the Christian community of the diocese of Sylhet. 
Source of information: Nikhil Gomes, RVA Bengali Service

National Youth Day (NYD) of the Jubilee Year-2025
Episcopal Commission for Youth (EC-Y) organized the National Youth Day (NYD) 2025 
along with the Youth Jubilee at Don Bosco School & College, at Utrail, Durgapur under 
the Diocese of Mymensingh from 26 February to 2 March 2025 with the theme: “Youths 
are Pilgrims of Hope”. With the spirit of communion, participation as well as youth 
pilgrimage of faith sharing, celebration, formation, transformation and mission of the 
youth, the NYD 2025 witnessed the gathering of the hundreds of the youth full of vim 
and vigor. The presence of His Excellency Kevin S. Randall as a chief guest, amplified 

the joy of the participants. Most Rev. Bejoy N. D’cruze, OMI had a wonderful 
presentation on the main theme. Most Rev. Subroto Boniface Gomes was given a 
warm reception as the newly appointed chairman of the Episcopal Commission for 
Youth. 
Some 447 youth, 34 Priests, 27 Religious Brothers and sisters from different Congregations, 
and a good number of Volunteers, Animators, Committee Members, and Secretaries of 
the National and Diocesan Youth Commission from 8 different Dioceses- altogether 
around 557 participants joined the NYD this year. The four day long program was 
adorned with warm reception with cultural dance and songs, opening of the Jubilee 
Holy Door, installation of youth cross, opening Mass, sessions and workshops on different 
topics, cultural rally, half day exposure, heritage corner, venerating of Youth Cross, park 
of forgiveness, meditation, daily prayer and Mass, quiz, animations, group discussion, 
evaluation, action plan, cultural show, closing ceremony and mission oath. These 
programs inspired the youth to be effective catalysts and outlet for this desire to serve 
by offering mission trips, projects and other approaches as instrument for learning the 
broader aspects and to have a personal and living encounter with Jesus Christ. This 
pilgrimage flourished youth to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth. The NYD concluded with a renewed and refreshed spirit, with 
openness of hearts towards the future and a flavor and fragrance of the great Jubilee. 

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology – A New Departure
On 26 November 2024, a historic milestone was marked for the Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh with the official establishment of the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT) 
in Dhaka by the Dicastery for Culture and Education, Vatican, Rome. This new 
institution has been granted a five-year period of experimentation (ad quinquennium 
experimenti gratia) and is now affiliated with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical 
Urbaniana University.
This significant achievement coincides with the Golden Jubilee (1973–2023) of the Holy 
Spirit Major Seminary (HSMS), which has, over the past 50 years, served as a vital center 
for integral formation, with a special focus on intellectual formation in the priesthood, 
religious life, and the laity. The launch of HSIT represents both a continuation and a 
transformation—offering a specialized philosophical and theological education now 
distinct from the administrative framework of HSMS.
According to Article 8, no. 8.1 of the Statutes of HSIT, the governance of the Institute is 
entrusted to several key bodies:
Moderator: The Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, where the Institute is located, 
serves as Moderator (no. 8.2).
Governing Board: Chaired by the Moderator, it includes the Archbishop of 
Chattogram, Bishops from Dinajpur, Khulna, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Sylhet, and Barisal, 
the Rector of HSMS, the Director of HSIT, and Major Superiors of congregations 
contributing significantly to the student body.
Director: Responsible for overseeing the academic life and progress of the Institute. 
Institute Council: Comprising all permanent teachers, two non-permanent teacher 
representatives, and two student representatives, ensuring broad participation in 
academic decision-making.

The Holy Spirit Institute of Theology aims to provide rigorous academic programs in 
philosophy and theology, open to a diverse body of students including seminarians, 
religious brothers and sisters, and laity. This inclusive and scholarly environment is 
designed to cultivate theological depth, spiritual maturity, and critical engagement 
with the challenges of contemporary faith and society.

The establishment of the HSIT marks a new chapter for theological education in 
Bangladesh, solidifying its connection to the global Church while addressing the 
growing local need for a structured and autonomous theological institute. As the 
Catholic Church in Bangladesh looks ahead to the future, the HSIT stands as a symbol 
of faith, growth, and academic excellence—a testimony to the vision nurtured over 
the past five decades at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary.
Reported by: Fr Milton Rozario, Director (HSIT)

CBF-SA Sub-Regional Assembly in Sri Lanka
From 10- 14 February 2025, there held the South Asia Sub-regional Assembly in Sri Lanka 
organized by The Catholic Biblical Federation of South Asia. It was held at Thalawila St 
Anne’s National Shrine, located in the Puttalam District of Srilanka. There were 32 
participants from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Most Rev. Peter 
Abir, Chairman, CCBI Commission for Bible India, Fr. Jan Stefanow SVD, Executive 

Secretary of CBF Rome, 
Rt. Rev. Raymond 
Wickramasinghe, the 
Bishop of Galle, Sri Lanka 
graced the Assembly with 
their presence. Fr. Manuel 
Hembrom and Fr. Tushar 
J. Gomes from 
Bangladesh joined in this 
Assembly. The main 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope 
in the context of the 60th 
anniversary of Dei 
Vervum” was presented 
by Fr Alvin Fernando, 
Vicar General of Kendy 

Diocese. Fr Victor Sagayam, SVD shared on Pilgrims of Hope in the context of South 
Asia: Shattered hope due to the challenges and struggles of the socio-political and 
economic conditions and Dei Verbum and other Papal Documents related to the 
Word of God and how are they applied in the context of South – Asia shared by Fr Yesu 
Karunanidhi, Executive Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Bible. At the end of the 
Assembly, participants took the action plan that in this Jubilee year of Dei Verbum 
sub-region will provide stipend for bible scholars to promote higher education for those 
who are unable to go abroad.
Reported by: Fr Manuel Hembrom, Secretary, EC-BA

Strategic Meeting and Exchange of Views by Caritas Bangladesh 
President at Dinajpur Region
On January 6, 2025, a meeting and exchange of views took place at Caritas Bangladesh, 
Dinajpur Region bringing together visionary leaders and dedicated changemakers. The 
event was graced by the esteemed presence of Most Rev. James Romen Boiragi, DD, 
the President of Caritas Bangladesh, and Most Rev. Sebastian Tudu, DD, the Bishop of 
Dinajpur. In addition to the honorable Bishops, the meeting was attended by respected 
parish Priests, Sisters, and staff members of Caritas Dinajpur Region.

During the meeting, the 
honorable President highlighted 
the importance of the need of the 
poor people, especially, the 
Adivasi and plan development 
initiatives for their socio-economic 
development. He advised to 
review the status of development 
projects and activities undertaken 
by Caritas Dinajpur and plan for 
innovative new projects. Key 
discussions included future plans 
and strategies for addressing local 
challenges and implementing 
sustainable solutions.

To commemorate the occasion, the honourable Bishops planted a tree, symbolizing growth, unity, 
and the organization's dedication to fostering development and environmental sustainability.

Caritas Bangladesh Observes World Day of Prayer Against Human Trafficking
Caritas Bangladesh marked the World Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in 
Persons on February 9, 2025, at its central office in Dhaka. The event, themed “Ambassador of 
Hope: Together Against Human Trafficking,” was attended by Director, Finance & 
Administration Mr. Remi Subash Das, Director, Programs Mr. Daud Jibon Das, sector heads, 
managers, and other staff members. The program featured prayers, reflections, and messages 
from key officials. Pope Francis’ message on human trafficking was shared, along with insights 
into the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking survivors. Staff members 
joined in collective prayers for victims, reaffirming their commitment to fighting modern slavery. 

AGM and Election of the Association of Bangladesh Catholic Doctors (ABCD) 
The 12th ABCD AGM and Election was held on 08 March 2025, Saturday from 4.30 PM to 7 PM 
by a hybrid meeting at St. John Vianney Hospital Conference Room, Farmgate, Dhaka. 
Around 10 medical doctors  attended the AGM. A new Board was formed (2025-2027). Rev Fr 
Dr Lintu Francis D'Costa, the Chaplin of the ABCD and Ms. Lily A. Gomes, National Secretary, 
EC-HC, CBCB were present over there and  they conducted the ABCD Election 2025. Following 
are the persons elected in various positions:  The ABCD Executive Board: Treasurer - Dr Pobon 
Rozario, Secretary: Dr Benjamin Jewel Rozario, ; President - Dr Edward Pallab Rozario,  Executive 
Member 01- Dr Falguni Mary Pereira and Executive Member 02- Dr Silvia Sandra Rebeiro. 
Reported by: Dr Edward Pallab Rozario
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